
FileHamster Fact Sheet: 

What is FileHamster? 
 FileHamster is a user-friendly personal version control application. 
 It was originally released in Feb. 2007. The current version is 1.5, which was released in Oct. 

2007. 
 Since its release, FileHamster has been downloaded over 100,000 times and is currently used 

in over 124 countries. 
 FileHamster can be enhanced with paid plugins.  Mogware currently offers six plugins and 

several more plugins are in the works.   
  It was designed for developers, graphic artists and other content creators that frequently 

modify existing files.  
 FileHamster provides real-time backup and archiving of your files while you work. It enables 

you to monitor specific files on your hard drive and automatically create incremental backups 

whenever those files are modified. It also enables you to store notes about the changes that 

have been made, allowing you to quickly locate a specific revision or provide a detailed 

account of the work you've done on a project.  In a society that frowns on rodents in the 

workplace, this may be the closest you will come to having an actual Hamster at your 

workstation.    
 It  is FREE! 

  

Why is it called FileHamster? 
 Because all of the good revision protection names, like FileGerbil and FileGuineaPig, were 

already taken.  

  

What makes FileHamster different from all of the other version protection software out there? 
 Mogware’s history and focus differentiates it from other version protection tool companies.  
 As a company, Mogware comes from a background of video game development. It is 

committed to developing tools specifically for artists, and is currently focused on developing 

workflow automation and enhancement solutions for the video game development industry.  
 Mogware’s talented engineers are constantly looking for areas where they can automate and 

simplify the game development process.  FileHamster is an attempt to apply the Mogware 

paradigm to revision protection. Where other versioning tools were developed generally for 

data integrity in programming, FileHamster was developed with artists’ workflow specifically 

in mind.  

  

How Does FileHamster benefit artists? 
 “File Hamster is a godsend for us and I just upgraded to the Plus version….. very cost 

effective!” – John Sonedecker, President/Art Director, Blackfoot Studios. 
 It is Free! 
 It saves artists from losing their work.  If you have been making art longer than 10 minutes, 

you also have an intimate knowledge of the pain caused by lost work.  There are methods for 

dealing with these issues, such as using special naming conventions, archiving a backup in a 

zip, or moving the files to a different folder, but these are archaic compared to what 

FileHamster offers.  Even worse, they all disrupt the artist’s workflow. 
  Happy artists make better games, and artists can benefit from tools that are easy to use.  Kier 

Knowlton, founder of Mogware says, “If you have to think about using a tool, it is too 

complicated.”   
 FileHamster is simple to use.  Just tell it to watch a directory or file and start working.  Every 

time you save, you can relax, knowing that you are not losing any of your precious work.  In 

the background, FileHamster will automatically detect that the file has been saved and create 



a revision of it.  In addition, artists can make notes each time they save so that they can easily 

go back to a specific file or use the notes to see a detailed account of the work you have done 

on a project.  
  FileHamster can be set up with no client/server mess, it is easy to install and set up, and it 

simply runs in the background, watching selected files for revisions. Tracking and finding 

previous versions is simple.  
 All you have to do is google FileHamster, and you can read the numerous positive reviews 

which users have given us.  A lot of people are using FileHamster for applications we never 

thought possible.   

  

  

Where is the future of FileHamster? 
 FileHamster's future is in its extensibility.  Mogware prefers to take direction from its users 

and not the other way around.  As FileHamster’s users have made recommendations which 

are specific to their needs, Mogware has been able to develop plug-ins to meet those needs.  

For example, a publishing company in Ireland mentioned that they would like team 

functionality for FileHamster.  The result was the team-plugin, which allows team versioning 

in a peer to peer environment.   
 Mogware currently offers six plugins and several more plugins are in the works.  Coming 

soon are: the Delta Zip Plugin, the Script Plugin, and the Replicate Plugin.   
 Mogware’s license also allows companies to easily develop their own plugins, so that they 

can take FileHamster where they need to.   
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Ahem. Cough. Cough. Testing. 1. 2. 3. 

Well hello there gentle readers! My name is GTD Wannabe and I’m standing in today for Brett, 

who’s about to give birth. Well, my name’s not really GTD, and he’s not really going to be doing 

the heavy lifting but you know what I mean. 

I want to introduce you to a version control system today. Given that the Cranking Widget’s tag 

line is “GTD, Productivity and Life Hacks for the Rest of Us”, I shall make a bit of an 

assumption that you’re not all keen users of version control systems. 

Why version control? Well, for those of you who don’t know me, I’m a grad student in computer 

science. I actually write all of my papers, theses, etc. in something called LaTeX. If you haven’t 

heard of it, don’t worry, it’s kind of like HTML but with a wicked ability to handle figures, 

tables, math equations, etc. My files are basically text files, which I can edit in any text editor. 

http://blog.crankingwidgets.com/2007/06/25/filehamster/
http://www.mogware.com/filehamster/


But it’s a little like programming; if you change the name of a file, then dependencies don’t work 

very well, which means you end up writing to the same file over and over again. 

This restriction makes it hard to keep older revisions of my work. Let’s say I’m trying a new way 

of wording a section. I don’t want to lose the old way, but it’s a pain to rename copies of 

everything, making sure that the latest version has the right name, etc. etc. Similarly, I want to 

keep track of each specific version that I’ve submitted to my prof, hopefully with notes attached 

that explain what version it is, what changes I’ve made, etc. 

Enter a version control system. Basically, this is just some application that runs in the 

background, taking copies of files as they change, or at specific intervals, or whenever you like. 

For the longest time I was using a hard-core system called CS-RCS. This was something that 

was basically hidden all the time, but when I remembered, I could tell it to take a snapshot of a 

file. It worked very well for years, but I found that sometimes it was a bit buggy and disappeared 

on me. Plus, I often forgot to tell it to take snapshots. Wouldn’t it be great to have a system that 

just watches a file or directory and takes snapshots all the time? 

Whoa. What an idea. At about the time I was losing heart with CS-RCS, I noticed a post on 

LifeHacker about a new program that made “real-time backups of your files as you work”. It was 

touted as designed “with artists in mind”. I thought, “Great - this will be really easy to use, and 

probably really nice looking too!”. So, I decided to check out FileHamster. The name alone 

makes me smile. 

I’ve been using it for a couple of months now, and I think it’s good enough now that I can post 

about it. Since it’s new, you can expect a little bit of buginess. Oh, did I mention it was 

freeware? 

What does FileHamster Do? 

Basically, you tell FileHamster that you’re interested in keeping tabs on a particular file, or a 

particular directory. From then on, it watches that file/directory. If something changes, then FH 

takes a snapshot of it and hides it away. 

Later on, when you’ve realized that you’ve just accidentally photoshopped your grandmother out 

of her birthday photos, and doh! you were working on the original, you can go back to FH. 

Assuming that the photo was something FH was watching, you can ask it to get back an older 

copy for you. 

I have FH watching all of my writing directories, as well as the directory containing my text 

calendar and todo.txt files. Sometimes I screw things up at the command line, and man, is it nice 

to be able to undo those mistakes! 

There are also options that you can play with, such as what kinds of files to ignore, how often 

you want FH to take a copy of a file (say there’s something that changes minute to minute and 

you don’t want all those changes), how many copies (or days worth) of versions to keep, etc. 

http://www.componentsoftware.com/csrcs/
http://www.lifehacker.com/search/?sourceid=Mozilla-search&q=filehamster
http://www.mogware.com/filehamster/


Advantages 

There are several things that I really like about FileHamster: 

 The look. It’s got a great clean look. Very easy on the eyes, not too much detail, but easy 

to find what you’re looking for. Plus, when a file is being copied, the little hamster in the 

task bar runs around in his wheel  

 It watches what you tell it to watch. Now I don’t have to remember to check in a 

particular file; as long as I’m in a directory that FH is watching, my file will be taken care 

of. 

 When a file is modified and a snapshot taken by FH, there’s an (optional) popup window. 

One of the choices there is to add a comment to a file, so you can quickly make notes 

about the various versions that you’re working on. 

 The FileHamster people also offer a series of plugins, which can add even more support. 

For example, if you were to install a text difference application on your computer, the 

Diff Plugin will allow you to select two text files, and have that application show you 

exactly what lines have changed. Kind of like using filecompare from the command line, 

but oh so much prettier. There’s also a new plugin out now (for a small fee) that offers a 

lot of calendar-based functionality, such as seeing what files have changed in a particular 

period of time. 

 It doesn’t matter what kind of file you want to keep track of versions of. Some version 

systems are purely text based; if they can’t read the file in text, they can’t keep track of it. 

Because FileHamster just makes copies of files, it can keep track of absolutely anything 

for you. 

Downsides 

I don’t really have many dislikes about this program. I’d have to say that my only concern is that 

it’s still not 100% stable. I notice that if I leave my computer on too long - a couple of days - FH 

seems to stop responding. That means that backups aren’t being kept. It’s a lot more stable than 

when I first started using it, so I expect that its performance will just continue to improve. The 

easy solution is just to restart it once a day. 

Another potential downside is that it is theoretically conceivable that you could run out of space. 

FH is a nice, simple, easy to use, version control system, but it accomplishes this basically by 

just making a copy of everything, every time something changes. There are no fancy differencing 

algorithms, so when you change that photo of Grandma, you end up getting two, three, four, etc. 

copies of the same photo. Do this to enough photos, or other large file formats, and you could 

have a blowout. But, again, that’s easy to control. Just tweak the options that tell you how many 

version to keep, and voila, only five shots of Grandma, instead of 50! 

Screenshots 

Here are a couple of screenshots of my FileHamster in action. The first just shows you what the 

application looks like. It contains a list of the directories and files that FH is watching from me. 



I’ve expanded an essay.txt file. As you can see, there are three versions of it collected. I’ve 

attached a comment to the last one, saying it was the final version. 

 

The only daunting thing about FileHamster is the options dialog. It’s a tad busy. This screenshot 

shows you how I’ve got the options set. Basically, I’m not worried about how many copies I 

keep by default. I also don’t care how long I keep them. (I can change any of these options for a 

particular file or directory, but these are my default options.) I do want to see a popup bubble 

when I make a change. I don’t want to see an automatic dialog box to insert a comment - I’ll do 

this myself, since I only comment on a few files. I don’t care if this file changes all the time, I 

want copies kept. That’s the document options. As for the event options, I just ignore those. 

 

Conclusion 

I think this is a great version control system for non-geeks. This is something I could teach my 

mother to use. It works right out of the box, and you don’t need to do anything fancy to either 

install it, configure it, or use it day-to-day. It offers a nice, elegant, albeit brute-force, way to 

keep track of things that you’re concerned about on your computer. There’s a great help 

document, plus the web-site is solid and the support forum is active. Finally, there’s even a wiki, 

which offers excellent explanations about what FH is really doing for you. I heartily recommend 

FileHamster to anyone out there. 

GTD Wannabe is the alter ego of a computer science PhD student. You can read about her 

exploits in the areas of Getting Things Done, fighting the evil monster of procrastination, and 

tweaking the pants off of software, big and small, over at the GTD Wannabe blog. 

From: http://blog.crankingwidgets.com/2007/06/25/filehamster/ 
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